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Chili and the Dignity of the Human Person
"Solidarity is not a feeling of vague compassion or shallow distress at the

misfortunes of so many people, both near and far. On the contrary it is a firm and
persevering determination to commit oneself to the common good; to the good of
all and of each individual, because we are all really responsible for all" (Pope
John Paul II, On Social Concerns, 1987).
“I would like to make an appeal to those in possession of greater resources, to

public authorities and to all people of good will who are working for social
justice: never tire of working for a more just world, marked by greater solidarity!
No one can remain insensitive to the inequalities that persist in the world” (Pope
Francis 7/25/13, Varginha, Brazil)!
The call to solidarity, as referenced by popes, can be daunting. But a bowl of

chili in Beckman Hall after Mass? That is doable.
What do the two have in common?
Over a year ago, the OKC Chamber of Commerce–aware of the overcrowding

of the Oklahoma County Jail–convened a task force to examine the county’s local
justice system and needs. A building built to hold 1,200 houses upwards of 2,500.
This is a safety concern, financial concern, and moral concern. The committee
chaired by Clayton Bennett, also chairman of the Oklahoma City Thunder, hired
the VERA Institute of Justice to conduct a data-driven analysis to learn “why the
jail was overcrowded, how it was used, and whether that use served the county’s
public safety needs effectively.”
Their findings reveal one-quarter of all jail admissions were for the lowest-level

offenses, and 80 percent of people in the jail were being held pretrial and therefore
are not convicted of the crime for which they are accused. Oklahoma County’s
rate of female incarceration was high compared to the national average for a
county of its size, and black people were overrepresented. Almost half of the
inmates are black. While the county population is only 15%.
These findings reveal procedural flaws and systemic prejudice and are stones the

county has been tripping over for decades. These stones can just as well pave the
way to an improved judicial system. VERA has proposed actions to the Chamber
of Commerce for improving the situation at the jail.
So back to chili and solidarity.
St. Charles will be hosting a chili supper Saturday, January 27 beginning a little

after 6:00, following 5:00 Mass. Not only will you have the opportunity of fellow-
ship but to hear from a VERA presenter, former Speaker of the House Kris Steele,
as well as a person from the Chamber of Commerce. VERA presentation is 7:00 -
8:30. In fellowship and with knowledge (not to mention fortified with chili), the
call to solidarity is not as daunting.
“I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not
clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me” (Matt 25:43).
– Kathy Judge

see also: www.vera.org/publications/oklahoma-city-chamber-criminal-justice-task-force-report

Rend your hearts, not
your garments, and return
to the Lord your God.

Joel 2:12

February 14th






2

Sacred Family Tales
WWDD? What would Dad do?



After my father passed away in 1997, my sister Kathy
faithfully drove Mom to the cemetery on a weekly basis
to place flowers on his grave. Nibbles, Mom’s apricot
poodle/companion, usually went along for the ride as did
ten-year old Brendan, her grandson.
Nibbles sat on Mom’s lap but kept his feet on the car
door’s armrest. Excited to be riding, his little feet
pranced, and he locked and unlocked the automatic
locks. Kathy heard a steady “click, click, click”, as she
drove.
These visits were an emotionally wrenching experience
for all as Mom and Dad had a happy fifty-year marriage
and our Dad was beloved in so many ways. Which is to
say, no one was thinking clearly and Kathy locked her
keys in the car.
If Lassie could perform all manner of feats that
required human logic, surely Nibbles, trapped inside,
could unlock the door. Kathy cajoled Nibbles. She
begged some more. She said, “I was convinced if we
could convince him to step on it again, he would unlock
it.” His little feet pattered back and forth on the armrest
but came nowhere close to solving the problem.
Kathy was frustrated but laughing at herself as she
knew what a funny picture she posed. They gave up on
the Lassie-like maneuver and Kathy called her husband
to bring over a spare key. Doug showed up twenty
minutes later.
In the meantime, two elderly ladies parked behind
Kathy to visit their loved one’s nearby grave. They were
the only two cars in the cemetery.
What are the odds? As they left, the ladies sideswiped
Kathy’s car. She thought, “What would Dad do? I
channeled his best qualities of patience and kindness and
thought of it as a tribute to him, though my first instinct
was to snap at them, ‘Are you crazy? You couldn’t see
me in this whole cemetery?’ But I was nice and said,
‘These things happen.’ I figured, considering the
circumstances, they were just as upset as I was.”

—Monica Knudsen

Baked Scallops
1-1 ½ lb fresh scallops
½ C butter
1 ¼ milk
½ C sliced mushrooms
1 tsp lemon juice
¼ tsp garlic powder
¼ tsp basil
2T parsley
1 C grated Swiss cheese
2T grated Parmesan cheese
2T flour
2T minced onion
¼ tsp paprika
Linguini or favorite pasta

Wash and pat dry scallops. Place in greased casse-
role dish. Melt all ingredients in sauce pan except
cheeses and milk. Gradually add milk and stir until it
thickens. Pour over scallops and top with cheeses.
Sprinkle with parsley. Bake covered at 350 degrees
for approximately 30 minutes. Serve over pasta if de-
sired. Serves 4.

Mary Smith 2003
St. Monica

6 An invisible man marries an invisible woman.
The kids were nothing to look at either.

6 What is the resemblance between a green apple
and a red one?

They're both red except for the green one.

ca. 1395-1455
Bl. John of Fiesole,
popularly known as
Bl. Fra Angelico,
was a Dominican
painter in the mid-
fifteenth century

known for the beau-
ty of his paintings
and the holiness of
his priestly life.
–Feb. 18th on the

Dominican Calendar
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Those of us from a certain vintage vividly remember
her swooping entrance on our black and white TV sets; a
stunning beauty wearing diaphanous gowns. She opened,
turned around and closed an elegant set of white double
doors fit for a Beverly Hills mansion with the grace of a
ballet dancer. Massive chandeliers and flowing flowers
completed the picture of a privileged and perfect screen
life. Each week, this was the opening scene for The
Loretta Young Show, an anthology of short dramas with
a moral message, each starring Loretta, which aired from
1953 to 1961. The show often closed with a Bible verse.
Born in 1913, her parents separated when she was just

three years old. Her single mother moved Loretta and
her two sisters to southern California and opened a
boarding house.
Loretta Young was a movie and TV actress, a devout

Catholic, and a woman with a long-kept secret. In her
youth, affairs with up and coming romantic leads like
Jimmy Stewart and Spencer Tracy marked her personal
life.
Young was a Hollywood Golden Age star with a

career that spanned the silent screen era until the early
1960s. She made over one hundred films and won an
Academy Award in 1947 for her role in The Farmer’s
Daughter.
She married three times. Her first marriage was brief

and annulled; an elopement at seventeen. Her parish
priest counseled her; choose between a Hollywood
lifestyle and her Catholic faith. The tough question was a
turning point and “she made her faith the center of her
life,” said her biographer, Joan Wester Anderson.
Her second marriage to Tom Lewis lasted twenty-nine

years and ended in divorce. They had two sons.
According to daughter Judy Lewis’ biography, her father
never formally adopted her and he was not kind to her.
At eighty, Loretta Young married fashion designer Jean
Louis in 1993. He passed away in 1997.
What brings Loretta Young notoriety to this day is her

daughter Judy by A-lister Clark Gable. In 1935, Young
and Gable co-starred in a movie version of Jack
London’s Call of the Wild. The extant and details of
their involvement are murky. When she realized she was
pregnant, Loretta refused to have an abortion.
To protect her own career and Gable’s, who was

married, she concocted a ruse; emigrating to Europe for
the duration of her pregnancy and then placing her
daughter in an orphanage for several months so she

could claim the child was adopted. Hollywood was once
scandal-averse.
Though her parentage was an open secret in

Hollywood, Judy Lewis found out about her famous
father as an adult. She met Clark Gable once as a child
when he stopped by their home for an hour-long visit.
When she confronted her mother about the rumors that
had swirled around both of them for a lifetime, Loretta
went to the bathroom and threw up. She and her
daughter were estranged for a time after the publication
of Judy’s revealing 1994 memoir, Uncommon
Knowledge.
After her film retirement, Young devoted the rest of

her life to Catholic charitable causes. Loretta’s faith
journey and life story is an example for the rest of us.
She was flawed and sometimes broken. Her personal life
was a crooked road, not at all like her screen image. She
paid a high price for her mistakes. Her faith was her core
and her trust in God’s forgiveness unwavering until her
death from ovarian cancer at eighty-seven in 2000.

— Monica Knudsen

Loretta Young TV Entrances, A Montage of Opening Scenes by Alan

Eichler on YouTube

Several episodes of The Loretta Young Show are viewable on YouTube.
Forever Young: The Life, Loves and Enduring Faith of a Hollywood Leg-

end. by Joan Wester Anderson. Authorized biography. Allen, TX: Thomas
Moore Publishing, 2000.

Catholic Movie Star: Gretchen Michaela Young

Jesus took Peter,
James, and John
and led them up a high
mountain apart by
themselves.
And he was
transfigured before
them,
and his clothes became
dazzling white,
such as no fuller on
earth could bleach
them.
Then Elijah appeared
to them along with
Moses, and they were
conversing with Jesus.

– Mk 9: 2-4
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*brackets indicate an Optional Memorial

February Saints and Days
02 The Presentation of the Lord, Feast
03 [St. Blaise, St. Ansgar, BVM]
04 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
05 St. Agatha,Memorial
06 St. Paul Miki and Companions,Memorial
08 [St. Jerome Emiliani, St. Josephine Bakhita]
10 St. Scholastica,Memorial
11 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
14 Ash Wednesday
17 [The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order]
18 First Sunday of Lent
21 [St. Peter Damian]
22 The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle, Feast
23 [St. Polycarp]
25 Second Sunday of Lent

Lord Jesus Christ, my beloved
Master, it is you who have given me
victory in the midst of torments.
Call me, Lord, to undying happiness
with you.
- antiphon for the Magnificat, Feb 5

Scholastica, a sister of Saint
Benedict, was born in Nursia,
Italy about the year 480. She
vowed herself to God and fol-
lowed her brother to Monte
Cassino. She died there
around the year 547.

6 What is red and smells like blue paint?
Red paint.

6 Sometimes I tuck my knees into my chest and lean forward.
That's just how I roll.

6 Two gold fish are in a tank.
One looks at the other and says,
“You know how to drive this thing?!”

6 A man is washing his car with his son
when the boy goes -
"Dad, can't we use a sponge?"

So to be the Gentle Hands of God

Lord, may I accept your mercy,
and accept my forgiven-sin self
so to be the face of mercy to another.

Soften my edges, sharp
from my brokenness
so I might hold for You the heart-sick..

Holy Spirit, strengthen my soul,
tighten my grip on faith
so I can speak words of truth and care.

Amen
mkj

231 - 251
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Weddings-December
Cesar Flores and Bonnita Kay

Parish Life
Baptism-December

Angel Vielman-Amezquita

New Parishioners-December
Luis and Vanessa Esparza
Jose and Liliana Hernandez

Susan High
Manual and Angelica Lopez
Rickey and Pamela Andrews

Anniversaries-February
Feb. Anniv.
01st Salvador and Lucia Velasco 16th

04th Alejandro and Lorena De Anda 6th

07th Ruben and Laura Hernandez 16th

10th Lauro and Claudia Saucedo 33rd

19th Raymond and Sharon Carter 52nd

25th Stuart and Alicia Galbo 23rd

27th Boyd and Rossanna Blackaby



6 What do cats eat for breakfast?
Mice Crispies!

6 A three legged dog walks in the bar and says
- "I'm lookin' for the guy who shot my paw"
6 What do you call a three-footed aardvark?
- a yardvark!

Deaths-December
Thomas Jones
Stephen Murphy
Gerald De Celle
Richard Allen

Ted Bell

Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church
5024 N.Grove, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73122

(405) 789-2595 ~ www.stcharlesokc.org

We, your newsletter team, submit this issue with humility and thanks to God: Michael Carpenter, Kathy
Judge, Monica Knudsen, Laura Luschen, Kathy Marks, Andrea McCoy, Margaret Phipps, Charlene Smith.

Humilitas

"Nothing, how little so ever it be, if it is
suffered for God's sake, can pass without
merit in the sight of God."

– Thomas à Kempis

color me!
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